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LIZABETH STREE
E Laun T P ST T In Elizabeth Streetaurie Fabiano tells a remarkable, and previously unheard, story of

the Italian immigrant experience at the start of the twentieth century. Culled from her
own family history, Fabiano paints an entrancing portrait of Giovanna Costa, who,
reeling from personal tragedies, tries to make a new life in a new world. However, her
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notorious Black Hand, a gang of brutal extortionists. As Giovanna struggles to stay
outside the fray, the stakes grow higher and higher, until she must desperately fight
fort and finally savet that which is important above all other: family.

Walking Tour of Little Italy
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Location: Entrance is on Mott Street between Prince and Houston
Page in Book: 244
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venerable church has cradled the immigrant populations of the lower eastside who helped
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their home as they sought to establish themselves in their new country. When you visit
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Location: 233 Lafayette
Page in Book: 192

In the novel, this is where Giovanna dngtrezia visit. Lt. Petrosino in the summer of 190¢
when he was ill with pneumonia.

Lt. Petrosino lived here with his wife Adelina and his infant daughter Adelina who was born
just a few months before he was murdered.
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Location: Lafayette and Spring Streets
Page in Book: 157
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also marks the fgt time that Giovanna sees IRetrosino.
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Location: 226 Lafayette
Page in Book: 220
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when the news broke about the catastrophic December, 1908 earthquake in southern |

After the death of his first wife, Consul Massiglia met a married American woman, Frances
Lloyd Paxton. She soon divorced and married the Consul General. Countess Massiglia than
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Petrosino Square
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Named in honor of Lt. Giuseppe Petrosino in 1987 and renovated in 2009/2010.

As a boy, Giuseppe Petrosino shined shoes outside Police Headquarters on Mulberry Street.
At the age of eighteen, he began working for the Department of Sanitation (then under the
jurisdiction of the Police Department). When he joined the Police Department in 1883,
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Commissioner Theodore Roosevelt personally promoted him to Sergeant of Detectives in
1895. While investigating anarchists in the United States, Petrosino warned President
McKinley of threats against his life; however, the warning was not heeded and the President
was assassinated in 1901. Within ten years, Petrosino was named lieutenant and given
command of the new Italian Squad, a unit created to combat the Black Hand. Under his
leadership, several thousand arrests were made, and more than 500 offenders were sent to
prison. Petrosino was killed while on assignment in Palermo, Sicily.

Stabile Bank (now the Italian American Museum)
Location: 155 Mulberry Street
Page in Book: 235

Giovannaaccompanied by Signore DeCegli, wires money from Bank Stabile to her fam
Scilla following the Messina/Reggio earthquake and tsunami.
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a de facto immigrant community center offering not only banking services, but translation,
telegraph, insurance, notary and steam ship tickets. Vacant for decades, it became the

home of the Italian American Museum in 2008. The museum has an original Black Hand
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Church of the Most Precious Blood

Location: 109 Mulberry Street
Page in Book: 224

A mass for the earthquake victims and their famigesany of whom were in New Yok
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year of heartbreak.

The Church of the Most Precious Blood was established in 1888 by Vatican decree to serve

the rapidly growing number of Italian immigrants. Prior to the establishment of Church of
0KS az2aid tNBOA2dza . t22R FyR 27F { dfopltaliagsi K
were primarily relegated to church basements. Today, the Sons of Italy, Petrosino Lodge,
meets regularly in this church and it remains the home of the San Gennaro Feast.

Mulberry Bend Park/Columbus Park

Location: Intersection of Mulberry, Worth, Baxter and Bayard Streets
Page in Book: 309

On October 2, 1909, Mulberry Bend Park was the site of a Hudson Fulton Celebration
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Hudson Fulton Celebration. It featured countless events including extravagant naval, hi
tableaux, and electrical parades and the first glimpse of aeroplanes. Wry caatorsmt
the time pointed out that the Hudson Fulton Celebration, coming at the peak of immigrs
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grandiose display of patriotism.

In the old Five Points neighborhood, the most notorious section was Mulberry Bend. Jacob
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Riis led the charge to use eminent domain to demolish the tenements and build a pastoral
park. Mulberry Bend Park was opened in 1897 and renamed Columbus Park in 1911. Today it
is primarily in use by the local Chinese community.

5th Police Precinct ¢ Headquarters of the Italian Squad

Location: 19 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 160/185

Giovanna meets here with Lt. Petrosino at his headquarters.

The Italian Squad worked out of the second floor during the time that it was headed by Lt.
Petrosino. Built in 1881, the 5™ precinct is the oldest precinct house still in operation in New
York City. Prior to the advent of aide societies, homeless people were often housed in police
basements for the night. The 5" LINS OA y Ol 61 & 2y S 2F GKS&a$s

Teatro Villa Giulia

Location: 196 Grand Street
Page in Book: 139

In the novel, Giovanna and Rocco see a performance of Edward Migliaccio, the famed It
LISNF2NYSNI {y26y Fa G¢KS [AGGES . dzli G SNF €

G GKS GdzNYy 2F GKS OSyUlUdaNBEI f 46 dIKSYF @S |
entertainment, but a window to the world for isolated communities. Unfortunately, most of
the theatres, like Teatro Villa Giulia, are gone today.
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Location: 200 Grand Street
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Elizabeth Street
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Location: 32 Spring Street > e T, 8
Page in Book: 275 e W u
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This is where Giovanna promises to take Angelina to Celebratéhmmldday. Z
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by selling tomato pies wrapped in paper and tied with a string for Italian workers. Most

workers could not afford the entire pie, so Gennaro began to sell it by the piece. After nearly
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PS21

Location: Corner of Mott and Spring Street
Page in Book: 250

In the novel, students are evacuated in a panic from P.S. 21 when they hear an explosi
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This was the site of Public School 21, which was demolished.
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Location: 176 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 40

This is the building that housed Lorenzo Costa and his family and where Nunzio stayec
his time in New York City.

al yT1 Sttt Qa o0F2NX¥SNI I RRNB&aao
Location: 196 Elizabeth Street
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for the trial on November 23, 1909. Lupo was releasebcuickly rearrested for
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counterfeiting on January 8, 1910 in Brooklyn and sentenced to 30 years.




Siena Family Home

Location: 202 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 125
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apartments. The crimes committed H#98-202 Elizabeth Street were not isolated to the Sie
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198-202 Elizabeth Street was one of the first tenements on the block to have a toilet in each
of the apartments, as opposed to one for each floor or privies in the backyard. 202 Elizabeth
Street is still an apartment building today and houses many of the areas Chinese immigrants.
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Location: Corner of Bowery and Spring Streets
Page in Book: 361

Where Angelina was released by her kidnappers.

Angelina had an extraordinary memory of her kidnapping. All the details in the novel about
the manner in which she was taken, where she was taken to, and how she was returned
came directly from her recollections. She spoke of recognizing the black marble columns of
the Germania Bank building opposite the building holding an ice cream cone and realizing
she was home. When she told the story she would smile with both relief and pride when she
recounted being able to identify the corner of Bowery and Spring and knowing how to back
to her family.
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Location: 226 Elizabeth Street
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confronts Inzerillo in his café numerous times during the kidnapping.

Pietro Inzerillo was a member of the Morello gang and Café Pasticceria served as one of

their hangouts. Lupo is the focus in Elizabeth Streeds his name was associated with
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Giuseppe Morello who was the leader of the gang. It was determined that the infamous

Barrel Murder of 1903 was the work of the Morello gang and committed hereiy’ Ly T S
store.

Bank Pati

Location: 240 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 317

In the novel, Teresa overhears people talking about Lupo being behind the bombing of
Pati. Giovanna uses this information in her campaign to frighterkittheappers.

Growd of dapoeitors waiting o withdraw money from Patl's Bazk, New York Olty,
244 Elizabeth Stroet. March 26, 1908

Pasquale Pati's Italian Bank was the site of much Black Hand violence. On January 23, 1908 a
bomb was set in the bank's doorway killing a teller. In early March, the bank was invaded by
Black Handers but the Pati fought back and killed a man. In March, in fear of his life, Pati and
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small Italian banks.
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Location: 242 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 167

CKAAd A& OGUKS aAdGS 2F DA2OlIYYyl |yR w2002¢
in early 1908.

Star of Italy

Location: Corner of Elizabeth and Houston
Page in Book: 155

Clement is having a beer here when Lt. Vachris from the Italian Squad enters the bar tc
and get information on the disappearance of a young boy, Mario Palermo.

The Star of Italy was a notorious Black Hand hangout. People would literally cross the street
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they feared calling attention to themselves.

Our Lady of Loreto Church

Location: 303 Elizabeth Street
Page in Book: 220, 327

Giovanna and Lorenzgo to the church after receiving news of the earthquake. It is also 1
site of a dramatic scene where Giovanna confronts one of the kidnappers.

Our Lady of Loreto, the neighborhood church for most Italians, was a massive edifice,
holding 1000 parishioners. In August of 1921 a requiem mass was held in Our Lady of Loreto
for Enrico Caruso.

Police Headquarters

Location: 300 Mulberry Street
Page in Book: 168

Lt. Petrosino meets with Police Commissioner Bingham here.
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Roosevelt served as Police Commissioner. In late 1909 headquarters were moved

downtown to a monumental Beaux-Arts building at 240 Centre Street. (Headquarters moved
further downtown in 1973 and 240 Centre Street was turned into condos.)




Additional Sites of Interest in New York City

Giuseppe Garibaldi Monument

Location: Washington Square Park
Page in Book: 293

Giovanna is instructed to bring the first ransom payment toGagabaldi statue. There are
numerous references to this monument being a meeting point for Black Hand activity. 1
horrible irony is that Garibaldi was an Italian patriot that unified the Italian people.

General Giuseppe Garibaldi (1807¢1882) was a patriot who crusaded for a unified Italy. He
lived for a few years in exile in Staten Island, but returned to Italy to fight for unification in
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when the statue was moved 15 feet, a glass vessel from the 1880s containing documents
about Garibaldi was found under the base.

Astor Library

Location: 425 Lafayette Street
Page in Book: 112
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Giovanna goes to the Astor Library with her nephew Domenico. It was here that Giovar
learned the details of the dreadful accident.

The Astor Library was established with a bequest from John Jacob Astor and was built in
1854. Designed by Alexander Saeltzer, it was a reference library, not a circulating library. In
1910, The New York Public Library was completed and it took a year to move all the books
from the Astor and Lenox Libraries to the shelves of the new library, which was dedicated on
May 23, 1911. The Astor Library building was bought by the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society,
later fell into disrepair, and was resurrected as The Public Theater in 1967 opening with the
world premiere of Hair.
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Location: 154 Sullivan Street
Page in Book: 331

One of the ransom notes, instructs Giovanna to deliver a payment to the confessional ¢
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immigrants. Run by Franciscan Friars, it is one of the most beautiful churches in New York.




Walking Tour Directions
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Walk south on Mott street

Make a RIGHT onto Prince street till you hit Lafayette Street (two blocks)

Turn LEFT onto Lafayette and continue south until you hit 233 Lafayette (location of Petrosino’s apartment and his wife's family
restaurant at the corner).

From the corner walk across the street to 226 Lafayette (Consul Generaf al aaA 3f Al Qa hFFAOSO
Walk diagonally south to the triangular park, Petrosino Park.

Continue south on Centre Street

Make a LEFT onto Broome Street

Make a RIGHT onto Mulberry Street and continue south till you hit 155 Mulberry (Bank Stabile)

Continue walking south on Mulberry till you hit 109 Mulberry Street (Church of Most Precious Blood)

Continue walking south on Mulberry till you hit the corner of Mulberry Street and Bayard Street (Mulberry Bend Park, today
called Columbus Park)

After exploring the park exit the way you came in and make a right onto Bayard Street

Make a LEFT onto Elizabeth Street and walk north till you hit 19 Elizabeth Street (5th Police Precinct)

Continue walking north on Elizabeth street then make a LEFT onto Canal Street

Make a RIGHT onto Mott Street and walk north to Grand Street where you will hit DiPalo's Fine Foods and the location of where
Teatro Villa Giulia used to be.

Continue north on Mott Street 3 blocks until you hit Lombardi's Pizza on the corner of Mott and Spring. Enjoy lunch!
Diagonally across on the corner you will see the location of where PS 21 used to be.

From Lombardi's take a RIGHT onto Spring and walk east one block to Elizabeth Street

LEFT onto Elizabeth Street where you will continue on till then end of the tour.

Enjoy!!




